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The Growing Times 

May Units 

5/3 – 5/7   Construction Zone             

5/10 - 5/21  Buggin’ Out 

5/24—5/28  Fun Favorites                                                         

 

 

May Calendar  

Monday, May 10:  Field Trip for Blue, Green, & Red classes—no regular classes 

 

Thursday, May 13:  Field Trip for Orange & Yellow classes—no regular classes 

 

Friday, May 15:  Enrollment Forms due for continuing students 

 

Tuesday, May 25:  Last Day of School for Green class—picnic at Fireman’s Park 

 

Wednesday, May 26:  Last Day of School for Blue  & Red classes—picnic at Fireman’s Park 

 
Friday, May 28:  Last Day of School for Orange & Yellow classes—picnic at Fireman’s Park 

 

 

                                             Have a Great Summer!!!!                                       

 

 

 
                         Field trip! 
We will be taking the children to the Aldo Leopold Na-
ture Center (ALNC) for our end of year fieldtrip. In corre-
lation to our bug unit they take part in the ALNC 
―Investigating for Insects‖ program. The children will 
learn about a variety of insects and their lifecycles 
through a puppet show live insects on a nature walk. The program times 
at ALNC are different from our preschool hours, so please see the itiner-
ary below for our special day.  
We plan to go unless it is raining very hard or storms are forecasted, so 
please dress your child in appropriate clothing (layers are best) and good 
walking shoes, as we will be going on a nature hike through the prairie. 
We will also be eating lunch there before we return to school. Please 
pack a lunch including a drink, for your child with disposable items.  
We would like to take as many chaperones as possible. The cost is $2.50 
per chaperone, and we will need to have your commitment and payment 
by Friday, May 7, so we can write one check to ALNC. The fee per stu-
dent is $5. Our fundraising chairpersons wish to use some of the fundrais-
ing profits to pay for the busses to keep costs down. Siblings are not al-
lowed on the fieldtrip. Please make arrangements so you can enjoy this 
adventure with your preschooler. Thanks! 
This will be a long day for the children, especially the little ones. Please 
be sure they get a good night’s sleep and have a filling breakfast. We will 
have baggies of cheerios for them to snack if they get hungry before 
lunch. 
If you have any questions or concerns, please talk with Heike. We look 
forward to a wonderful day!  

Field Trip Schedule 
 
 
Monday, May 10

th
 – Green, Blue and 

Red classes go together. 
 
Thursday, May 13

th
 – Orange and 

Yellow classes go together.  
 
Itinerary for both days:  
9:15-9:30am  Arrive at preschool 
9:45am  Bus leave for ALNC 
10:30am-12noon  Investigating for Insects 
12noon-12:30pm   Lunch 
12:45pm  Bus leaves for AGPP 
1:15pm        Arrival back at AGPP/Pick up 
 

Please return permission slip and 
payment by Friday, May 7

th
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Forms: 

Enrollment forms for the 2010-11 school year are due by-
May 15th!  Please return completed forms to the bin on the 
parent bookshelf or mail them to the school.  Late forms are 
subject to a $25 late fee and could lead to the forfeiture of 
your child’s spot in class.  If you have questions contact 
Corie at 846-9400. 

  
             A Growing Place Preschool 

 P.O. Box 415 

 Deforest, WI  53532 

   

  

 

 

 

We are still collecting Campbell’s labels for Education and 
V-8 juice caps.  Please bring them in so we can earn points 
to redeem towards classroom supplies.  Thanks. 

 

 

 

 

 We Appreciate Our Advertisers 
 

This newsletter has been brought to you this year by a terri-
fic group of local businesses. Many of these businesses 
have been generous enough to support our effort for a 
number of years. We thank everyone that has advertised 
with us this year and hope that AGPP families will continue 
to support these businesses.   

If YOU have a small business and would like to participate 
as an advertiser for next year, we’d love to have you repre-
sented in A Growing Times newsletter. Your advertising 
dollars get you: 

Exposure to approximately 100 DeForest area families 
An ad in all nine of next year’s newsletters 
One newsletter feature article on your business 
 
Interested businesses, please e-mail Corie at 
cswitzky@charter.net.  
 
Thanks for your support!                    

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

Thank You Room Parents! 
 

Every year it takes a special group of parents to 
help plan events, administer the Helping Parent 
Calendars and lend a hand with Parent Meet-
ings. This special group is our Room Parents and 
the group for this last year included the following 
dedicated people: Kim Schroeder – Red Class, 
Shelly Christiansen – Yellow Class, Sarah Ker-
ska– Orange Class, Jennie Mills – Blue Class, 
and Sherry Chatman – Green Class. 

The Board and staff appreciate all of your help. 
Thanks!  

Last Day of 
Classes 

 
On the last day of 

your child’s class, we will meet at 
Fireman’s Park for some fun and games and pic-
nic together.  
Plan to meet right at Fireman’s park at normal 
start time and all family members are welcome to 
stay and play. We will picnic together before the 
end of class, so please pack lunches for your 
child, yourself and anyone else planning to at-
tend. In case it rains, the children will have class 
at preschool, with some other fun activities 
planned for them. 
 
 
Schedule:  
Tuesday, May 25  Last day - Green class, picnic 
at Fireman’s Park 
 
Wednesday, May 26  Last day – Blue & Red 
classes, picnic at Fireman’s Park 
 
Friday, May 28   Last day – Orange & Yellow 
classes, picnic at Fireman’s Park  

mailto:cswitzky@charter.net
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Letter from Mrs. Girten 

 

 

Dear Family and Friends of AGPP, 

  

As the school year ends, so does my journey at A Growing 
Place Preschool.  As I write this, I reflect on my two years 
here.  I always find myself amazed at the achievements the 
children make at this age.  I can look at each of the children 
that I have taught and share a way they have grown.  I, too, 
look forward to the future to see them in the community as 
they grow. 

  

Thank you for the opportunity to play a small role in the edu-
cation of your child.  I have many fond memories of your 
child that I will treasure.  Parents, thank you for all of your 
time and effort spent volunteering at AGPP.  We could not do 
it without you.   

  

I want to wish the parents, children, and staff at AGPP the 
very best! 

  

Melissa Girten 

Letter from the Director 
 
Dear AGPP Parents, 
 
It is hard to believe that the school 
year is already coming to an end. I would like to 
thank everyone for all of your support and commit-
ment to the preschool this year! Thank you for all 
of the hard work you did in your committee com-
mitments, your help in the care and promotion of 
the preschool is truly appreciated. Most of all, 
thank you for sharing your time and talents with us 
and your child! Everyone working together to pro-
vide enriching experiences for the children is what 
makes A Growing Place so special and unique. 
 
Thank you to all of the Board members for dedicat-
ing so much of their time and energy in promoting, 
maintaining and enhancing A Growing Place pre-
school in our community, hopefully for another 30 
years! Thank you to the teachers for their dedica-
tion, enthusiasm and commitment to another year 
of exciting units, projects and lessons for the chil-
dren. We had some fun activities and family 
events this year like the brat bust, the tailgate, 
back to school night,  the Sweetheart Dance, the 
book fair and the family fun night with Wayne the 
Wizard. I hope you enjoyed them as much as I did.  
 
I am so grateful to have had the opportunity to get 
to know so many wonderful families and to watch 
the children’s excitement as they learn and grow.  
Like those that are leaving or ―graduating‖ on to 
Kindergarten, I too must say good-bye to A Grow-
ing Place. I will take with me such wonderful 
memories of this preschool and all that it has pro-
vided me and my family. Many friendships were 
made here and that I will always treasure! A Grow-
ing Place Preschool will always have a special 
place in my heart! 
 
I wish you all the best! 
 
Sincerely, 
Heike Compe, AGPP Director  
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Committee Corner 

 Here we are the end of the year already!  Wow!  I just want to THANK all the families at AGPP without all the hours you 

put into the preschool it simply would  not be as great and clean as it is!   

 

So Thank you to the following families who helped out in April: 

Mandy Starin- reorganized the AGPP library 

Fern Wedekind- assisting the Librarian with scholastic fliers and assisting with the book fair. 

Tabitha Gehrmann, Rachel Schmidt, Kathy Whitney, and Jason Meitzner- assisting with the book fair from set up to 

take down. 

Calvin Lawrence- cleaning both classroom carpets 

Todd Snortum- April laundry 

John Strangfeld- April Playground Weeding 

 

Thank you to the following Classroom cleaners for cleaning all the surfaces, toys, and various other things 

you do to keep the classroom clean: 

Amy Manzetti, Miles Armstrong, Cindi Haynie, Nicole Bolton, Kathy Whitney, Kim DuBois, Randi Olson, Heather 

Nelson, Peter Bachman, and Jessica Wagner.   

 

Another Thank you goes out to the all year and second semester committees: 

Amy Harsh and Melinda Huber- Scrapbook Committee 

Lynn Miller- Campbell’s soup label committee 

Jodi Bartels and Joanne Lustgraaf- Sewing Committee 

John Super and Tim Smith-  Handyperson Committee 

Maggie Rogers- Recycling Committee 

Sarah Holdford-  2
nd

 Semester Gym Equipment take down Wednesday 

Nicole Bachman- 2
nd

 Semester Gym Equipment take down Friday 

 

Upcoming Committee reminders for May: 

Beth Faust- May Laundry 

John Strangfeld- May Playground 

 

 Any questions regarding committee’s please call Lisa Degnan @ 846-5970 or Carrie Furseth @ 576-2518.  Have a 

wonderful summer! 

Thank you to all the people that helped with the Scholastic Book Fair.  All of the profits will be used to help supply 
our library with new books for the classrooms.   The winners of the Gumball guessing game were: 

 

Samantha Kerska 

Natalie Davis 

Cole Bayer 

Carver Nelson 

    Congratulations on your great guessing!  
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Fundraising Efforts 

 

Thanks to all AGPP families for the fundraising support this year!  We have had tremendous success thanks to 
all of you!  With the 2009 summer fundraisers, the cookbook sales, the wreath sales, the Sweetheart Dance and 
auction, and the Little Caesar’s Pizza Kits, we were able to raise approximately $9,800!   

 

We will be using some of the fundraising dollars to pay for transportation and fieldtrip to the Aldo Leopold Nature 
Center.  Additionally, some of the money will be used for teacher recommended items for each of the class-
rooms.   

 

If you have not been able to participate in the fundraising events and would still like to make a contribution, 
please fill out a Family Contribution Form and return it to the preschool. Contributions are tax deductible.  If you 
need a form, please contact Mary Kern (846-0817) or Carey Eiselt (846-0915).   

 

Again, thank you for your help and support! 

 

Carey Eiselt 

Mary Kern 

AGPP Special Events Coordinators 

 

A Note from the Teachers 

 

Dear AGPP Families, 

 

As the year winds down, we wanted to take this time to share with you how much we have enjoyed working with all 
of you this year.   We are privileged to have families willing to work so hard both in and out of the classroom.   Your 
dedication to being helping parents, working on various committees, and attending school activities is what makes 
A Growing Place unique.   We have enjoyed getting to know you and your kids.  It is so rewarding to help them 
learn, make friends and enjoy school.   We look forward to seeing some of you back in the fall, and to those of you 
moving on, we wish you the best of luck in your new adventures.  

 

Have a great summer, 

Lynnie, Beth, Robyn, Melissa and Sandy 
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Letter from the Board President 

 

Dear AGPP Parents: 

It is hard to believe that we are approaching the end of the school year and quickly heading into the summer months. Thank you 
for allowing me the opportunity to serve as AGPP Board President this year. I have learned so much through this experience. I 
would like to take this opportunity to personally thank the staff and the board of directors for all of their hard work and dedication 
this year and you, the parents, for all of your efforts on various school committees, fundraisers and helping parent duties. All of 
these efforts have allowed our children to grow this year at AGPP and further exemplifies what makes a cooperative preschool 
successful year after year.  

My successor, as Board President for the 2010-2011 school year, is Eric Burki. Eric and his family have been a part of AGPP for 
many years. I am confident that his leadership and the new board will bring many new ideas to the preschool and look forward to 
seeing  great things from them this upcoming school year. 

Finally, I found a poem in which I think really puts our preschool play-based philosophy into perspective.  

Just Playing ï author unknown 
 
When I'm building in the block room,  
Please don't say I'm "Just playing." 
For, you see, I'm learning as I play,  
About balance, I may be an architect someday. 
 
When I'm getting all dressed up, 
Setting the table, caring for the babies 
Don't get the idea I'm "Just Playing." 
I may be a mother or a father someday. 
 
When you see me up to my elbows in paint, 
Or standing at an easel, or molding and shaping clay, 
Please don't let me hear you say, "He is Just Playing." 
For, you see, I'm learning as I play. 
I just might be a teacher someday. 
 
When you see me engrossed in a puzzle  
Or some "playing" at my school, 
Please don't feel the time is wasted in "play." 
For you see, I'm learning as I play. 
I'm learning to solve problems and concentrate. 
I may be in business someday. 
 

When you see me cooking or tasting foods, 
Please don't think that because I enjoy it, it is "Just Play." 
I'm learning to follow directions and see the differences. 
I may be a cook someday. 
 
When you see me learning to skip, hop, run, and move my body, 
Please don't say I'm "Just Playing." 
For, you see, I'm learning as I play. 
I'm learning how my body works. 
I may be a doctor, nurse, or athlete someday. 
 
When you ask me what I've done at school today, 
And I say, "I just played." 
Please don't misunderstand me. 
For, you see, I'm learning as I play. 
I'm learning to enjoy and be successful in my work. 
I'm preparing for tomorrow. 
Today, I am a child and my work is play. 
Enjoy the end of the school year and have a fun and safe summer! 

         Erin Fischer, Board President 

http://www.preschooleducation.com/ppoem.shtml


Advertisers 


